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Day 1: Travel Day arrive in LIMA, Peru
Upon arrival at the airport a host will meet and assist you in transferring to the hotel and help you in registering.

Day 2: LIMA/CUSCO

· Breakfast.  Transfer from hotel to airport for flight to Cusco via LANPeru. Upon arrival in Cusco transfer to hotel.  Rest of morning is to get acclimatized.  

· In the afternoon, enjoy half day visit of this magical city as you drive through the main streets with their Inca walls. Discover the Cathedral. Inside, you will find beautiful cedar woodcarvings such as the choir and the Pulpit, as well as the paintings of Cusco School, and some objects made of silver. Visit the Qorikancha (Sun Temple) now referred to as Santo Domingo Church. The curved stonework of the temple is probably unequalled in the world. During the Inca period, the stones were covered with gold. 

· Then, visit the four archaeological sites that surround Cusco: the Saqsayhuaman Fortress, an amazing site with huge stone constructions. The site has a great cosmic energy - that is why people think it was an astronomic observatory and an Inca oracle. 

· Also visit Q’enqo, a place that was used for worship and a ceremonial center. Then proceed to Puca Pucara, the small red fortress and finally Tambomachay (the Inca’s Bath) with the spring of crystalline water.

Day 3: CUSCO / SACRED VALLEY 0F THE INCAS

· Depart Cusco and descend into the fertile Sacred Valley of the Incas for a full day tour, first visiting the village of Pisaq, with its Indian Market, Peru’s most famous, colorful market. 

· Proceed to the ancient salt mines of Maras. It is the most astounding sight. Nestled in amongst the green fields of the Sacred Valley is a huge white area of twinkling terraces where salt has been collected for centuries. It just doesn't look natural. You can wander in between the salt-pans and watch the locals at work, in the same way as they did many hundreds of years ago. 

· You then venture off the beaten path to Moray. You won't bump into too many tourists here. Moray is a series of circular terraces worked into the ground. Local people refer to it as the greenhouse of the Incas and historians think it was used as an agricultural research centre. As you descend each layer, so too does the temperature. The Incas used Moray to test and develop new crops. (B/L)

Day 4: URUBAMBA VALLEY  (SACRED VALLEY OF THE INCAS)

· Travel to Wiloq, one of the most fascinating Andean communities, which is considered to be almost unchanged in its social structure, customs and dress. Wiloq is specifically outstanding for its charming textiles with genuine designs. 

· Continue to Ollantaytambo - a beautiful and tranquil village. Here, we find some spectacular and extensive Inca ruins, most of them enclosed with a Temple Fortress. The unfinished temple, begun by the Pachacuti, contains some of the largest stones ever used by the Inca builders. (B/L)

Day 5: URUBAMBA / MACHU PICCHU

· A morning transfer to the rail station in Ollanta to board the train to Machu Picchu. The train journey to Machu Picchu is a highlight of any trip to the Andes.  The scenery is simply spectacular, and the recently refurbished Vistadome Trains with their panoramic windows allow you to enjoy it in comfort. The 1 1/2 hour journey takes you through a changing landscape, passing by lush, green fields and colourful villages in the foothills of the Andes.  From here on, there are wonderful vistas of the mountains and, deep in its dramatic canyon, the beautiful Urubamba River running through the Sacred Valley. For optimum views of the Andes, windows have been installed into the carriage ceilings.  Also, a newly enhanced food-and-drink service, plus individual slip-down tables have been added. 

· What a destination awaits you!  Machu Picchu, the Lost City of the Incas, is one of the wonders of the Americas.  On arrival in Machu Picchu, we transfer by small buses to the entrance of the ruins to commence our touring. Machu Picchu rises to an altitude of 7,900 ft. above sea level between the Huayna Picchu (young peak) and Machu Picchu (old peak). It lies within the spectacular framework provided by the exuberant vegetation of nearby jungle and the rugged landscape. The ruins are situated on the eastern slope of Machu Picchu in two different areas: the agricultural and the urban. The latter includes the civil sector (dwellings, canalizations), and the sacred sector (temples, mausoleums, squares, royal houses). Although constructions show different levels of architecture, religious buildings exhibit a high degree of perfection. The construction was with general use of stone, and the roofs were built of tree trunks and thatched with ichu straw. The walls were made with an inward inclination for protection against earthquakes. 

· Lunch at the Sanctuary Lodge. (B/L/D)

Day 6: MACHU PICCHU / CUSCO

· The morning is at leisure to explore the Machu Picchu area on our own.  Transfers and entrance fees are provided.  

· There are many leisure options available to you near your hotel area, such as visiting the Indian markets in Aguas Calientes village, or visiting the Incan Thermal Baths, a short walk from your hotel. 

· Feel free to also enjoy the hotel’s orchid and hummingbird gardens.

·  Experiencing the ruins at sunrise is always recommended, as long as weather cooperates. 

· For a truly mystical experience, we advise those early risers to also hike to Huayna Picchu peak, situated opposite Machu Picchu, where there is a prodigious panoramic view of the imposing mass of ruins and the Urubamba valley. The breathtaking views from this mountain-top citadel and its well-preserved ruins are a photographer dream.  

· Later in the afternoon, we shall take the train to Cusco, and upon arrival in the evening, we are met and transferred to our hotel. (B)

Day 7: CUSCO/JULIACA/PUNO

· Breakfast. Transfer out to airport for flight to Juliaca. Upon arrival in Juliaca transfer to Puno and hotel. Rest of day at leisure. (B)

Day 8: PUNO & SILLUSTINI BURIAL TOWERS

· In the morning, you’ll sing the praises of this fascinating city tour! Puno has been deemed the "folkloric capital of South America" because of its colorful folklore and music. Followed by an excursion that takes the visitor to the archaeological site of Sillustani - the burial grounds of the Lords of the Colla – and one of the great Lake Kingdoms of the Altiplano. The tall chullpa-type funerary towers of Sillustani are set on a promontory from which you can enjoy spectacular views of Umayo Lake. (B)

Day 9: UROS & TAQUILE ISLAND

Breakfast. Today we will visit to the Uros Indian and Taquile Island at Lake Titikaka - This full day excursion will take you to the highest navigable lake in the world, to visit the floating islands of the Uros Indians, considered themselves Lords of the Lake, and they were convinced they had black blood because they did not feel the cold of the lake and the winter. Continuing to Taquile where a native community of about 400 families still lives with the traditions of the XIV century that respect the principals of an Incan way life. Taquile is a very important site on Lake Titikaka for its archaeological remains, the sacred and ceremonial sites, the festive activities, their rituals and for the daily life of the inhabitants which is dedicated to farming, textile production and fishing. (B/L)

Day 10: PUNO/LULIACA/LIMA

Breakfast. Transfer from hotel to airport in Juliaca for flight to Lima. Upon arrival transfer to hotel.  In the afternoon visit both the colonial and modern sections of this "City of Kings." Colonial sites include the lovely Plaza de Armas with its cathedral and palace, and the exquisite Torre Tagle Palace modern day seat of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  In modern Lima, drive along the exclusive residential areas of Miraflores and San Isidro. Continue to the Larco Museum, founded in 1926, it showcases remarkable chronological galleries providing an excellent overview on 3000 years of development of Peruvian pre-Columbian history. Located in a unique vice-royal mansion of the 18th century built over a 7th century pre-Columbian pyramid, is surrounded by beautiful gardens. Features the finest gold and silver collection from Ancient Peru and the famous erotic archaeological collection, one of the most visited Peruvian tourist attractions.

Farewell dinner at the gourmet Astrid & Gaston Restaurant.  Transfers included. (B/D)

Day 11:

Breakfast.  Transfer to airport for return flight to USA.

LAND ARRANGEMENTS INCLUDE:

    * Local air Lima/Cusco, Cusco/Juliaca & Juliaca/Lima

* Hotel accommodations as indicated in the itinerary, including         taxes and service charges

    * Meals as specified: (B) Breakfast,  (L) Lunch,  (D) Dinner

    * Expert English Speaking guide services during excursions

    * Machu Picchu round trip rail tickets via Vistadome service

    * All airport transfers escorted

    * All ground transportation by private vehicle as necessary and e
excursions as indicated, inclusive of entrance fees

    * Baggage handling assistance and tips to porters at airports

NOT INCLUDED:

International airfares. Any airport taxes (Peru airport taxes payable locally - $30.25 per person International Departures Tax, $6.05 Domestic Departures Tax (per flight flown in Peru - all taxes are government imposed and subject to change without notice). Passport and visa fees. Travel insurance. Excess baggage or shipping charges. Items of personal nature such as gratuities to guides, drivers, telephone / telex / fax charges, laundry, beverages, meals and services not specified.
