Biotrek Adventure Travels                 

INDIA: ITINERARY ~  March 16 - 30, 2013

                *This itinerary is subject to change

Day 1

Depart U.S.

Day 2 ~ Delhi

Sunday:  Traditional welcome at the International airport followed by transfer to Hotel.   Overnight. The Ashok Hotel. Delhi:  E-mail: ashoknd@ndb.vsnl.net.in

Day 3 ~ Delhi

Morning: Rest at the Hotel.

Afternoon: Half Day Sightseeing of Delhi the National museum and

Qutab Minar – The Qutab Minar towers over this historic area where Qutabuddin Aibak laid the foundation of Delhi Sultanat in 1193. He built the Quwwatul Islam Mosque and the  Qutab Minar to announce the advent of Muslim sultans. Later Iltutmish, Alauddin Khilji and Ferozshah Tuglak added other buildings bringing in new architectural style. Humayun’s Tomb – Humayun, the second Mughal Emperor is buried in this tomb, the first great example of Mughal Garden tomb and inspiration to the incomparable wonder of the world - Taj Mahal. Built in 1565 by a Persian architect Miraq Mirza  Ghiyas.

 Day  4~ Delhi / Ranthambhore 

Transfer to Nizamuddin Railway Station Dep: 1310 HRS. First class status

Arr: 1800 HRS. Transfer to hotel Ranthambhore Regency:  E-mail: ranthambhoreregency@pinkcity.net 




Day 5~ Ranthambhore

Early morning: Safari to jungle, back to hotel, breakfast. Later drive into the village (optional). Back to hotel for lunch. Later proceed to Jungle to see the wild life including if we’re lucky the Bengal Tiger. Evening return to hotel.      
Sawai Madhopur is the entry point to Ranthambhore and is an important

town with its own historicity. Ranthambhore has been a witness to the rise and fall of many rulers and a series of battle scenes; remnants of marvelous architectural monuments, ponds and lakes enlighten avid lovers of the subject. There are various places of historical interest inside the fort. The Ganesha Temple is a major attraction of the fort. The region around Sawai Madhopur is thick with remnants of its past history. Walls, wells, mosques and hunting lodges adorn the lush rolling

hills of the Vindhyas and the Aravalis. Afternoon: Safari to Jungle. 

Day 6~ Ranthambhore/Jaipur (169 Kms / 4 HRS )

Morning Safari to Jungle: After breakfast proceed to Jaipur, Enroute visit to Fatehpur Sikri Arrive: Jaipur Late Afternoon, Transfer to Hotel. Overnight at Holiday in Jaipur

E-mail: hijaiin@sancharnet.in

 Day 7~ Jaipur Holiday Inn

Early morning visit to Mahawat colony, back to hotel. Afternoon visit to Elephant Festival. Back to hotel. Overnight.

Day 8~ Jaipur

Morning visits to the Amber Fort with elephant ride:

Morning Half day Excursion to Amber Fort: 11 Kms from Jaipur, is the 

Magnificent hill fort of Amber. The palaces and courtyards of the fort ascend in successive levels up the hill The Sheesh Mahal, or pavilion of mirrors, the finest of its kind, is studded with small mirrors. Enjoy elephant ride up to Amber Fort. Later return to Hotel, Later afternoon half day sightseeing of the Pink city- Jaipur.

Jantar Mantar: Jaisingh, after whom the city is named, was a notable astronomer. He built for himself the curious Jantar Mantra, an observatory of immense brick and mortar instruments of astonishing accuracy. Hawa Mahal: The beautiful Hawa  Mahal, tall and pink, faced with delicate pierced stone screens, is not really a palace. The queens of Jaipur and royal ladies once used this decorative façade to watch, unobserved, the festive procession winding through the streets of their city. 

City Palace: A blend of Mughal and Rajasthani architecture, this palace museum contains all the paraphernalia of Jaipur’s princely past. Delicate miniatures, painted with pigments that used ground rubies, lapis lazuli and gold, glow on the walls. The museum also has what are possibly the largest silver jars in the world. Return to hotel for overnight
Shopping opportunities
Afternoon for Holi celebration. Indian food cooking demonstration by the Hotel’s chief. Shopping opportunities

Back to Hotel: Overnight

Day 9~ Jaipur / Agra

After breakfast proceed to Agra. Free afternoon. Shopping opportunities
AGRA: Overnight at The Oberoi Amarvilas Hotel 

E-mail: reservations@oberoi-amarvilas.com 

Afternoon at leisure:









Day 10~ Agra

Early Morning Visit to Taj Mahal. Late Afternoon: Visit to Agra Fort. Back to Hotel. Overnight

Taj Mahal: Built in white marble by a grief stricken Emperor ShahJehan, the Taj Mahal was a memorial to his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal.It took twenty- two years to built and finest of skilled artisans inlaid the white marble edifice with precious stones and conjured up lacy stone screens around the cenotaphs of the emperor and his beloved wife. Agra Fort: Perhaps the most moving view of the Taj Mahal is from a little octagonal tower in the Agra Fort across the River Yamuna. It was here that Shah Jehan spent his last days in

 imprisonment, gazing at the tomb of his wife. At the Agra fort are the beautiful Pearl Mosque, and some lovely palaces and pavilions. Back to Hotel. Overnight

Day 11~ Agra/ Delhi

Departure for Delhi after breakfast

Overnight in Delhi
Day 12~ Delhi/Rishikesh: 

RISHIKESH

Himalayan River Runners

Ganga Base Camp,

Tel: 00-91-1378-261630/37






Early Morning transfer to New Delhi Railway Station to connect train for

Haridwar Dep: Delhi: 0625 HRS By Shatabdi Express – first class 

Arr. Haridwar: 1120 HRS

Upon arrival at the Haridwar Railway Station you will be received by an HH rep and transferred to Himalayan Hideaway Base Camp- 90 min drive. On arrival welcome drink and a hot lunch.  Afternoon raft trip from camp down to Rishikesh, negotiating some of the greatest white water on the Ganga. Rapids like ‘Golf Course’ & ‘Roller Coaster’ keep the adrenaline pumping, with long calm stretches between to enjoy the scenery of wooded and terraced hillsides dotted with little villages. Bird life abounds, along with hordes of monkeys, the Barking Deer and if you get lucky, the leopard might show its spots. Trip ends in Rishikesh.. Back at the tented lodge in the early evening for a bonfire and dinner. Overnight at the river.

Day 13~ Rishikesh 

Early morning yoga before breakfast (optional).  After breakfast a half-day hike to the surrounding forests and local habitations to get a flavor of the Garhwali lifestyle. Packed picnic lunch will be served on the way. Return to the camp in the late afternoon.  Afternoon at your own pace. Evening: bonfire dinner and overnight at the camp.

Day 14~ Rishikesh/Haridwar/Delhi

Early morning yoga before breakfast (optional).  After breakfast drive 18 kms to put in just above the first big rapid on the Ganga. Trip begins with negotiating

‘Daniel’s Dip’ the name is evocative of a story, which your river guide would be pleased to recount. ‘The Wall’ is another big rapid of the day. ‘Body surf” into the HRR base camp. Lunch will be served at the beach camp.

 Drive back to the camp to pack up. At around 4PM transfer to the Haridwar railway station in time to catch the Shatabadi to New Delhi Dep: Rishikesh: 1600 HRS By Coach Arr: Haridwar: 1730 HR Dep: Haridwar: 1810 HRSBy Shatabdi Express train- first class

Arr.: Delhi: 2235 HRS Transfer to Hotel. Overnight

Day 15~ Delhi

Morning: Half-Day city tour of Old Delhi including Spice Market.

Evening: Reception at our Chairman & Managing Director’s House. Back to Hotel. Overnight

Day 16~ Delhi / Onward Destination

Early Morning: Transfer to International airport connecting to flight for onward destination Dep: Delhi                                                                                                 
